
Senator Lamar Alexander 
Chairman 

linitcd cStatrs cScnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 2 1, 2017 

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Chairman Alexander, 

We write today to request that the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 
hold hearings to assess the challenges facing the health and educational systems of Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands in the wake of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. Given the extent of the 
damage inflicted upon both territories, as well as the important roles of the departments under 
this committee' s jurisdiction in ongoing hurricane relief efforts, we believe such hearings would 
be an important part of the Committee's oversight related to hurricane recovery. 

Hurricane Irma-a Category 5 hurricane with 185 mile-per-hour winds-tore across the U.S. 
Virgin Islands (U.S.V.I.) on September 6, leaving the island's infrastructure "destroyed," its 
roads " impassable," and its neighborhoods in " rubble."1 Just weeks later, Hurricane Maria
another Category 5 storm-hit the U.S.V.I., further devastating the territory.2 Maria then made 
landfall on Puerto Rico as a Category 4 hurricane, leaving millions without power or access to 
clean drinking water.3 

Though extensive relief efforts are underway in both the U.S. V .I. and Puerto Rico, the territories 
face a long road to full recovery. To date, a majority of Virgin Islanders4 and at least 1 million 
Puerto Ricans (about one-third of the island's residents, though the actual number could be far 

1 Michael Sheetz, "The US Virgin Islands, devastated by Hurricane Irma, are in serious need of aid," CNBC, Sept. 
13, 2017, ~://www.cnbc.com/.)O 17l09/ l 3/the-us-virgin-islands-devastated-by-hurricane-irma-are-in-serious
n~ed-9f-~id.html; Mark Fischetti, "Just How Strong is Hurricane Inna?" Scientific American, Sept. 6, 2017, 
htJps:/Jw~\Y.,.SCientififl.\ffierican. com/f!rticle/just-hoW:strong-~urricane-irma/. 

2 Jeremy W. Peters, ·•1n the Virgin Is lands, Hurricane Maria Drowned What Irma Didn't Destroy," New York 
Times, Sept. 27, 2017, hHP.§;i/.~~fil1imes .com/2017 /09/27 /us/hurricane-maria-virgin-islands.html. 

3 "Puerto Rico Loses Power and Sets a Curfew," New York Times, Sept. 20, 20 17, 
ht!p~Lfw~F.nvtimes.com/2917~09/20ius/hurricane:Ln<.!ria-puerto-ri~9J1tml. 

4 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, FEMA, "A Sign of Recovery: Power Return ing to U.S. Virgin Islands." 
Nov. 2 1, 20 17, hn~/~ww .. fema~gov/news-release/2017 / I 1 /21 /sign-recovery-power-returning-us-virgin-islands; 
'"37 Percent of St. Croix, 48 Percent of St. Thomas and 47 Percent of St. John Now Restored with Power, WAPA 
Says. Here's the Latest Update," Virgin Islands Consortium, Nov. 28, 2017, http://viconson ium.com/featured/37-
percent-of-st-croix-48-perccnt-of· st-thomas-and-47-percent-of-stjohn-now-restored-with-Qower-wapa-says-heres
th~- latest-update/. 



higher)5 re1nai11 witl1out power. Signi.ficanl progress has been made to expand access to clean 
drinking water, but a boil water advisory remains in effect for Puerto Rico and part of the 
U.S.V .I. 6 Mean\vhile, deliveries of critical supplies-including tarps, medical products, 
generators, and food-have been delayed, slowing relief efforts, causing price spikes, and in 
so1ne cases leading to dangerous sl1ortages. 7 

As a result of the infrastn1cture damage caused by I-Iurricanes Irma and Maria, both Puerto Rico 
and the U.S.V.I are faci11g critical health crises. Dr. Jerome Adams, U.S. Surgeon General, said 
in the wake oftl1e l1urricanes that the "situation ... is unlike anything that \Ve've encountered 
before."8 Surgeon General Adams visited both territories after the hu1Ticanes.9 In Puerto Rico, 
tl1ough the official fatality count due to 1-Iurricane Maria is listed as 64, multiple reports indicate 
that the true death toll is inuch higher. 10 One recent study st1ggests that ''the actual death count 
may be closer to 1,085,'' 11 while another review of mortality statistics suggests "1,052 more 

5 Status PR, AEE Generation, Dec. 21, 2017, http://status.P.r;h.relis. R,__l:I~_rn_<incle_z;,_Wbltn~_y__L~<!m_i1_1_g,_ a_n~LZoea11n 
M_urphy_,_ ~'.S_in Lu~_:_ Li(e_ W_ith9µ_t]'o~v5!i:.:_Jl' !?Sl11}1gfolJ .L'q_st_,_J~e_c. _Jj_,__2_,0_lJ_, 
ht_tps://,vww. wash ingtonpqst. coml_gra_ph_i9s/2_0 _I 7 lnatiQnµl/puerto-rico:I i fe: \vjt)lout :PO\ver/. 

6 U.S. Depart1nent of 1-lomeland Security, FEMA, "l-lun·icane Maria," Dec. 21, 2017, 
b!_tp__;;_;/6Y_Y:!_WJ?r_nfl._g_o__y{_Qµn-i_cjl_DY-J_llari~1._u_ti!l_Scg11:_c.c-=:IULJJJ_01D_O_~_u!111__!!le__dj_µJn=we__b_~_l!tm_ca1npaign=dj;;J!.SJ""i:; 
Samantha Raphelson, "2 Months After Maria And Irma, U.S. Virgin Islands Remain In The Dark," NPR Here & 
Now, Nov. 14, 20 I 7, !t,t.l;ps_://\V)VW.. Q_J!i:_._or_gj2Q_l_7l 1_1l_l 4/ ~_1_1_3 8 Ii.012-n1o_n!h11_-_<tlJ:~i:-JlJ{IIi.1!-ari__9- irm~.::u.:.S:._\!_ir_g_in: 
is l_µ1)_d,<;:n:;1nain-_in_-th~:<lar~. 

7 Tami Abdol!ah, "AP Exclusive: Big contracts, no stonn tarps for Puerto Rico," Associated Press, Nov. 28, 
2017, htt_ps://,'!-'{_\V_\~,ap_J)_ew~.c_o_l)l_lc_b_e.ffl a.2_3_2:324{5J Ob7aj)_2J;i_8_8_f3jl_e_a_fu_l;i_; U.S. Food and Drug Adn1inistration, 
"Statement by FDA Conunissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., updating on Puerto Rico related 1nedical product 
shortages," stateinent, Nov. 30, 2017, 
http_s_:l/W\.'.>_'__'\Y__. fda49_v 1~ e__ytS~.YC_lJ(~_e\vsr_oQro{l;~_i:__e__s_s_A_11_nounc~JILe_u1slu_c_!_n}_8_1290.b!n:!; Timothy L. 0' Brien, "Puerto 
Rico Could Use Some More Big Governrnent," Bloon1berg, Nov. 17, 2017, 
ht):p_;;:_/ /vo'WW ,_bJoo.m.!?_eJg.(:Qm/_v_i_ewJai:_t_i~_ksf_2_0J _7__:._I _l_::l 7 /12µ_e_J:t9.:_ricq_-:._c_o_IJ!.d_:tlSC.-!Qme_:_ll]Ot_e:.b_ig:g_ove_i:n1nent; M iche I le 
KantrO\V, ''MIDA: 2 ino.'s after Hurricane Maria, container backlog, product shortages persist," Nett1s is 1ny 
Business, Nov. 22, 20 ! 7, httQJln5!_w.sls1nyb_1,_1si_1_1GSS.~_on,1!'.llJ.1t_rican_e.:.c.ont:;ijn_e_r::-sl1_ort__ii_g_e_s_L; Laura M. Quintero, ''Crisis 
de alimentos •mucho pear,"' El Vocero, Dec. 6, 2017, http://_Vf.}Y.'J!.!'lJ\IQ_C_e_r_o_._~Qmla_cJu_ali_tj__a_91~i:i_si~de*ajir,n_eptq_s~ 
mucho-pcor/article_(j_O_lba5_d_a:cl95_f:._l_l_e_'Z_:8'!__cb_:_cJ:i,a83a?df6f4,htm.1. 

8 "Surgeon General: Puerto Rico public health crisis ·unlike anything' encountered before," Sinclair Broadcast 
Group, Sept. 29, 20 I 7, !_ltt_p_;_,,l/wj la,.£Qll]ln_e_\v__;;/nf!ti9_n~ \\'.QT_ldi_sur_g_~o_1_1:g_e_r:i_el_a_l:QUeJJ.P.:.i:iy_o.:_p_µ_b 1 ic.:_ft.?~!!b-_qi_s Js.:_up_l_i_k_e.:_ 
an )Ith i_n_g_-_ens_o_tJ!1te_r!!_9_:_be(o__r~. 

9 l\i1arina Leonard, "U.S. Surgeon General Visits to Help Plan Modular Hospital Units," St. Tho1nas Source, Oct. 
6, 20 I 7, https;//sttborf)assourc(f. con:r/co_1_1t<;:_1_1_tLZO_ IJ l1 _0/Q6{u*s:_syrg~9_J!~g_eneral-visj_t_s_:t__o.:_l;_l5!_lp__:Qlan.:_m_QdU l.ar~bospi_ta_l_
un i~_s/; Are!is R. 1--Jcrnt'lndez, '"lfthere is no \Yater, disease will co1ne': Many in Puerto Rico still lack \Vater service," 
If' ash i ngton Post, Oct. 3, 20 1 7, htt_p_s:/ {\V\VW. W<!Sh ingtonpost.com/naJiq_nal/_lf-!he_i:_e_::i_s:IJ_Q-::,yate.r:di_seas_e.:.'.l'.Y i l 1-c_QITI~-= 
!TI<:IPY- i n_-pue1to-rico-stil 1-_lack-_w_ater -_st;r_vi_c~/.:20 l 711 0/03/afc2fl6_0_a.:.<!_&_5 f:l_l_\:_7.::l:i'.ia\l_:cQ_e_2~J. d4.1 e3_ 8_s_t9_ry,__h_tm I. 

!O Nidhi Prakash, "Puerto Rico's Goveminent Just Admitted 911 People Died After The Hurricane-Of 'Natural 
Causes,''' Bu::::::feed, Oct. 27, 20 17, b_~p_s:{l}y\Vw.!J.uz?fei;!_d,.co1_1_tl_n_i_Oh_i_p_i:<!_li_<o1_tli_Lp_~tl_o_:ric_Q::!l.!!.1!-!_n;ll:._c_a_us_e_s; Frances 
Robles. "Puerto Rico Deaths Spike, but Few Are Attributed to i"iurricane," Ne1v l'ork 'fi111es, Nov. 8, 2017, 
https//\','\V ~v .nytim<;:_s_,__c;_on).~2_Q__l _7_/J_ i /Q.BJllsLPuc;rt_o_:ri_c_o_::d5!_a_tb_s_::(e1JlihhJm1. 

11 Eliza Barclay and Alexia Fernandez Ca1npbell, "New data shows hurricane deaths in Puerto Rico could be 20 
thnes higher than the govemn1cnt clain1s," /I ox, Nov. 29, 20 17, http;;:/l\\'..\Y:»'_. y_ox_,__c_Qm_Q2ol_is;_±and: 
p_o_l_itics(20 1 7 I I l /29/ l. 66.2392 6/p_u()rt_o.-rico_-_deat1_1_·t_o!_l-hurricane-mai:ia-i;o_unt. 



people than usual died across" Puerto Rico ii1 the 42 days after the hurricane struck. 12 Cases of 
waterborne diseases, like leptospirosis, have been documented it1 both territories, while standing 
water left over from flooding 11as ii1creased the risk of mosquito-borne illnesses. 13 Dr. Brenda 
Fitzgerald, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), visited both 
territories i11 November to assess recovery efforts. As ofNoven1ber 29, 2017, CDC had deployed 
148 staff to Puerto Rico and the U.S.V.I. 14 The CDC has also identilied rebuilding and restoring 
ptiblic health laboratory capacity as a critical public health challenge. 15 

Without access to consistent electricity, Ptierto Ricans' ability to 1naintain the quality of their 
medications, particularly those that require refrigeration, is limited.16 In addition, the capacity of 
Puerto-Rico-based n1edical product nlantifactttrers has been severely curtailed, and shortages of 
saline ai1d intravenous amino acids have been declared in the United States as a result. 17 Dr. 
Scott Gottlieb, Co1nn1issioner of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), visited Puerto Rico 
shortly after l-Iurricane Maria, and he has noted that 1nany medical products used throughout the 
United States are manufactured on the island. 18 He testified that the FDA is very involved in 
helping to "n1aintain[] a continuous supply oftl1e 1nost critical 1nedical products'" rnanufactured 
on Puerlo Rico. 19 Many of Puerto Rico's hospitals still lack reliable elect1icity,20 and U.S.V.I. 
l1ospitals are limited in the services they can provide, requiring the airlifting of mai1y patients to 
the inainland.21 Meanwhile, pt1blic health officials in Puerto Rico have warned that "much of the 
population [is] showing symptoms of post-traumatic stress" as a result of Hurricane Maria, 

12 Frances Robles, Kenan Davis, Sheri Fink, and Sarah Aln1ukhtar, "Official Toll in Pucito Rico: 64. Actual 
Deaths May Be 1,052," A'eiv York Tin1es, Dec. 9, 2017, bttps://w_wv•~ny_t)_rn_es.co1n/i_nlef?C\ivef20_l_(j12f08/us/p_ue1_to_~ 
ricQ:hurric_ane_-1naria~d~ath-to_ll.h~n1I. 

13 Office of Senator Elizabeth Warren, "Warren, Colleagues Seek lnfonnation on Water- and Vector-Borne 
Diseases in Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands," press release, Nov. 7, 2017, 
hrtps:/{\\"l'V\,V.V.'ar:n:_n._s_ep_at_t;_._g_o_yl?__p_::g_r~s_s__Je_l_eas_e:&;._i_d_=2_0_5_~; Daniella Silva, "Puerto Ricans at Risk of Waterborne 
Disease Outbreaks in \Yake of 1--Iurricane Maria," 1VBC Neu·s, Oct. 26, 2017, 
htt_ps_:UJ'f_\'_!_W_.nQc_l).?_\ts_,_c_o_1J1fs1Ql_)'_ljn~L12.lLe_Do-ric_o_:_c:;_ti!l_i_si'.pll_e_D_g_:Ii_c!!nS_:ti_sk-w<J.ctJ<r:l2.o_i:11e:::_d_i_~e_<;~e-o_uJQ_!]<a_Js__s_:-v.'g._k~_-: 

hurr:icane:-:IJl_<tr_i_a:n8J 11_6_1_. 
14 Letter from Director Brenda Fitzgerald to Senator Elizabeth Warren, Dec. 5, 20 ! 7. 
15 Id. 
16 Jeffrey Kop1nan, "l·lealth Crisis in Puerto Rico is Likely Just Getting Started," The Weather Channel, Oct. 20, 

20 I 7, bnp_s_;f{w_e_aJb_e_r,_c_o1nls_torr!l_S/h l!!J:.i~'1!!_e/nejy_s_Llt_e_g__!!_b-cr_i;;js_:Q_Uerto-rlco_:g~_!l:jD-.g:s_1arte_c_!; Dianna Cahn, "l'he last 
stra\v: Puerto Rico's vulnerable-veterans, the elderly----out1natched by Maria," Stars and Stripes, Nov. 20, 2017, 
]1tt_ps_:/._ /._Y!_V!.__Vf .stripys ,9_Q!l_l/tl1e.: l_a_st:s_trJllV__:[JJle:i:t:c:i:r_l_c_o~s-vu \1_~ra_b_Le.'.'_'\'..~J!_rJlJlS__:t_!ie_::_e_I d~rl_}'.:_QJ-l_tm 1ltc_h_e9-:b.Y-:TT11l_r:i_<!_-
J~ 4_98_(i]3. 

17 Alison Kodjak, "Hurricane Dan1age to Manufacturers In Puerto Rico Affects Mainland llospitals, Too," 
National Public Radio, Nov. 15, 20 ! 7, J:it(ps:(/_\.\'.,\V\\_'..~npr.or:glsec:t_i9rysfbp_alth~!!-hots{2Ql_'i'./_IJ ll~/._5_6_±1_2_0_3_1_!_0Lb_l!r:r_i_c_<!_I)~ 
dri111agi;-to-n1<J.TlUfa_c.turer:s:i_n-:pue:rt-9.:ri_c_o_::a_ff~_c_ts_-:!J1ain_lanP-.'.'h_os_pi_t_al_s_:_top_. 

18 Written testimony of Scott Gottlieb, M.D., Com1nissioner of Food and Drugs, before the Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations, f-louse Committee on Energy and Comn1erce, Oct. 24, 2017 
(http ~//_d_o_cs_.hQ_u;;y_._g_o_y /_111e:e_ti!1_gs/I f j_f f.Q:f/~Q ! 7J 024/ l _06~ ~ O/f-1_}1 RO_:_l _ l _S__: I_EQ2 _:_W_sJ_a_te_:__G_ottl ieQ_ry!_Q_S-2_0 l 7 l 0]±,_pdf. 

19 Id. 
20 StatusPR, "f-lospitals Assisted by Local I Federal 1-Jealth Dept.," Dec. 5, 2017, 

http_:// SJIJtUs ,pi:LL_i_§_t_s_LL[s_tLH_O_ill it<!lS. 
21 Judi Shitne!, ''Heallh Con1n1issioner Seeking V.I. Medevacs in Puerto Rico," St. Thomas Source, Nov. 29, 

20 I 7, ht!ps://$tt_ho1nassource.cqm_!cqntent/20 17 /_I l _/2_2/hea!_t_b_:c_o_1n_m _i_ssiqny_r_-s_e!!kin_g-_y~ i ~mede_vacs:ill:Pu_er:t_o_:ri~_oL. 



raising the risk ofa "full-fledged 111ental health crisis on the island."22 U.S.V.I. residents are 
experiencing similar chal!enges.23 

The hltrricanes also devastated the territories' education systems. Students in the U.S.V.I. aJ.ld 
Puerto Rico 1nissed weeks of school as a result of the 11un·ica11es.24 Though some of Puerto 
Rico's I, 113 public schools have re-opened,25 the islm1d's Secretary of Education estimates that 
up to 20o/o will ""11ave to be permanently shl1ttered." Of tl1e schools that have re-opened, some are 
still filled with debris and have no running \Vater or electricity.26 School districts throughout the 
U.S. mainla11d-including in Florida, New York, and Massachusetts-have seen an influx of 
Puerto Rican students, placing additional strain on already-limited public educatio11 budgets.27 

Mean\vhile, the hurricm1es closed dozens of college campuses and displaced hundreds of 
thousands of college students.28 And inconsistent-or nonexistent-access to electricity and 
Internet service co1nplicated student borrowers' ability to repay their student loa11s.29 

The Senate 1-IELP Conunittee'sjltrisdiction includes the Department ofI-Iealth and Hun1an 
Services and the Department of Education. 30 Hearings could help e11sure that the Se11ate has a 
detailed u11derstanding of tl1e l1ealth and education challenges facing Pue110 Rico and tl1e 
U.S.V.1., as well as an understanding of how Depariments under tl1e Co1nmittee's purview have 
provided relief, and how they can improve relief et10rts. 1-Iearings coltld address such topics as 
the stability of the health care systems of the U.S.V.I. and Puerto Rico, and the ability of medical 
facilities to provide l1ealthcare; the impact ofinfrastntcture dainage on U.S.V.I. and Puerto Rican 
residents' access to 111edical care; the extent of water- and vector-borne disease outbreaks in the 
U.S.V.I. and Puerto Rico; tl1e adequacy oftl1c Department ofHealtl1 and Huma11 Services' 

22 Caitlin Dickerson, "After Hurricane, Signs ofa l'v1enta! Health Crisis Haunt Puerto Rico," Ne>11 York Ti1nes, 
Nov, 13, 20 I 7, htt_ps:/ f \\_'Wy.'" nyti1nes_.c_9ml_J.0J] /_[_lj 1_ 3 lusjp_u_e1jo:_i:.icq-:h_ u_ryicane: n1a_ria,:_n1_e_nj§_l:_h_~~ltl_lJ,it_i:nJ. 

23 Richard PCrez-Pcfia, "After Irma and Maria: Hov• 3 Spots on the U.S. Virgin Islands are Paring," Ne1v York 
7'ilnes, Nov. 16, 2017, lt_ttp_s://w\vw .nvt_irne§,y_qJll('.?~Q)_7JJJ.LJ_O.Lll~irg_in-islan_cj_s-!nn:ric<!.JLC§ .. ht.mJ; Sa1nantha 
Raphelson, "2 Months After Maria and Im1a, U.S. Virgin Islands Re1nain Jn the Dark," National Public Radio, Nov. 
14, 20 17, lttt_p_s_:/ /\VW\V ~l}QL__~J)l_'l[ 11 I 14{?_64 1_3_ 8220/2-1nontl1s-after-1®ri!l-al!.Q.:ii_:n:ia__:_u_:_s-virgi n-is lands-re1na_ID-in~ 
tl_t_c_~9ai_:k; Sean Breslin, "Six Weeks After I-lurricane Maria, U.S. Virgin Islands Still Plagued by Food Shortages, 
Po\ver Outages," The Wea/her Channel, Nov. 1, 2017, h!_tps://v,,eatheL~OII!lnews/11ews{2_017-11-0 l-us-vircrin
i_s_!JJnQ.rce.c_Q'!'._er)':.l:t_ui:r_is;_al):e-1narj_<J,. 

24 Aaron Schrank, "Virgin Islands schools set to open as hurricane recovery continues," Afarketplace, Oct. 9, 

20 t 7, h!tp_s :/ /\vww_ .JI!_<!_rls_~tp 1~cc.o_r_g('.?PJ_'Zll _9.fQ9/ed.11s;_a_tjg_nL_s_c_h9_0 Js-~p_J:Qss-vii_:gJl):.lsl@_c_ls_:s_eJ_:_o_p_e_D.:b.l!t:rj_cane_: 
_n;:_c_o_v_e_l)'.:_C_Q!J!i.11u_~~; Ralph Ellis, "Puerto Rico public schools may not reopen tbr weeks," CNN, Oct. I, 2017, 
httg ://www .Q.IJ_IJ.,_c_q_1nL2.Ql7.1LQ/O 1 {u_~{p_ue_rto-r_ico__:_s_c_hq_o_ts:.c l o.s?_4:.[ol'.-.\Y.e_~ksLin-9_e]:_,_l}_t!.IJJ. 

25 Ralph E!lis, "Puerto Rico public schools may not reopen for weeks," CNA1, Oct. 1, 2017, 
i]ttp:/ l?--YV(\V_._9_np_._c_o_1!1L2_Q_l]L!_O_LO_l /us/p_ue_i:_t_o_:rj_c_Q.:.~cho_ols-c IQ.sed-f Qr-'IY,~~ks/index.ht1n I. 

26 Kyra Gurney, "Puerto Rico reopens 119 schools but it could be months, or never, for nearly 1,000 more," 
Afia1n i Hera! d, Oct. 24, 20 1 7, b_U:_Q_://ww_w~11)_iamihexaJ.<L_c;_ont/n~_\Y.S.09.9_<!1(c_du_cat_ip_n[a_i:_t_i_c leJ_ 8_0JJ_ l _~0.6 ._b_tinJ. 

27 Joseph De Avila and Arian Campo-Flores, "School Systems Prepare for Puerto Rican Students," Wall Streef 
Journal, Oct. 2, 20 l 7, h_tt_p_s~//\v~yw ._\.!'._sj,.c_pJ11Lartic_!_~s1 s_cl10_0 l-sys,t~JJ)-_s_:p_i_:s:_par~:J.Q!.:Qui:;._Ij:_o_:r_iy_aQ:_s_tud§"nts-15 0695_0_Q2_:l:_. 

28 Letter for Senators Nelson, Murray, Murphy, Warren, l-Iarris, Blumenthal, Gillibrand, Booker, and Cantwell to 
Secretary De Vos, Oct. 20, 2017, 
https~/{'if\V\V.}Y~ITeJJJ.C!l_a_1e,g_ov/fjle_sf9_Qi;:_1Jme.nts_tiQ1Ll0_2_0_Let_t_er__!Q_QeYq_;;_H_t!IT.ic_alJ~S_,]_df. 

29 Id. 
30 U.S. Senrite Co1n1nittee on l-Iealth, Education, Labor & Pensions, "Issues," 

https://\vww_.h_e_l_p,sy11a1e.gq_y/a.bQut/j_~s_4e_s/. 



response to Hurricanes Irma and Maria; the short- and long-term impacts of Hurricanes Inna and 
Maria on the territories' educational systems, and the capacity of state, local, and federal 
resources to address ongoing education challenges; the impact of the influx of students from the 
U.S.V.I. and Puerto Rico to the U.S. mainland on state education systems and the readiness of 
these systems to meet the unique needs of the students fleeing the territories, and the role of the 
Department of Education and Congress in assisting these students and school districts; and the 
challenges facing institutions of higher education, college students, and federal student loan 
borrowers impacted by the hurricanes, and the adequacy of the Department of Education's 
response to those challenges. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We hope you wiJl work with us to ensure that 
the U.S. citizens still struggling in the aftermath of Hurricanes Inna and Maria receive the 
resources and assistance they need to recover from these disasters. 

,!?~~·-
Bernard Sanders 
United States Senator 

Michael F. Bennet 
United States Senator 

Taml{yBald m 
United States Senator 

Tim Kaine 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

/ 

/j/// Casslclrjj ;YJ, fJ, 
Bill Cassidy 
United States Senator 

d>rrt- ~a·~· Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
United States Senator 

Sh~~ 


